THE SULTAN'S SUBJECTS
ing his brutish Kurds at them. As the
Armenians were not allowed to carry arms,
they were slaughtered like sheep. According
to one version, which was given in the preced-
ing chapter, the ex-Sultan's mother was an
Armenian. According to another, it was not
his acknowledged mother, but his nurse, whom
a scandal of that time credited with being
actually his mother. Yet a third story has it
that his hatred of the Armenians dates only
from the independent action of their Patriarch
in attending the Berlin Congress, an act which
he regarded as a breach of his prerogative.
In Arabia, Syria and Mesopotamia the Sultan
has some three millions of homeless subjects, free-
born, nomad, tent-dwelling Arabs, with but a
nominal allegiance to any overlord other than
their own Sheikhs. There is a strong noncon-
formist element among these wanderers, as some
20 per cent, of the Bedawin (including 350,000
belonging to the Muntefik clans) are Shiahs,
observing the same ritual as the Persians. They
keep camels, sheep, cows and horses, and a few
of the tribes have even abandoned the wandering
life and taken to agriculture, growing rice and
cereals. These Bedawin have their true home
east of the Jordan, but in time of drought many
are to be encountered nearer to Jerusalem. They
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